Ancient Greek: Basic Grammatical Concepts

Article & Noun

attributive position: article precedes words that modify noun
6 &v Tij viiow &vBpcoTros: the islander
6 &vBpcoTos 6 év Tij vrjoc: the island man
&vBpoTros & év Tij vroc: the man, the one on the island

predicate position: article precedes noun, creates nominal sentence

6 &vBpceoTros év Tij vroc: The man is on the island.
gv Tfj vijo 6 &vBpwmos: The man is on the island.

The pronoun/article/intensive attdg

Attributive: “the same”

6 aUTOS TTOINTHS “the same poet”
Predicate or Unaccompanied Nominative : “-self”
o oI TS auTds “the poet himself”
auTos TOV BiBAiov Eypawye. “He himself wrote the book.”

Unaccompanied Oblique Cases: personal pronoun

aUTOIS aiyas EMEUYaUEY. “We sent the goats to them.”

Accumulation of Negatives [Smyth 2760-1]

simple negative (oU or un) follows neg with same verb: additive:
oU B1&x TO ur| akovTilew ok éBalov auTodv.

‘It was not because they did not throw that they did not hit him.’

compound negative(s) (o8¢, unde, etc) follows neg with same verb: intensive

ouBels oudtv Tevia Spdaoel.
“No one will do anything because of want.’

Sequence of Moods

main verb: indicative dependent verb
present subjunctive

primary sequence future (& future perfect) tense shows aspect
perfect
imperfect optative

secondary sequence aorist tense shows aspect
pluperfect

Purpose Clauses
TEUTIONEY dAdpa Tva /cds /ETeos AunTe/AUonTte Tous adeApovs.
We send gifts so that you may release the brothers.

géuTTONEY dddpa Tva AUoite/AUoaiTe ToUs aBeApovs.
We were sending gifts so that you might release the brothers.

ou é¢mépyapey d&dpa fva ur Avcaite Tous adehpous.
We did not send gifts so that you might not release the brothers.
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Conditions
urj is the negative for all protases, ov for all apodoses.

Future More Vivid: “does / will do”

éav + subjunctive future indicative

E&v ToUs adeApous TTaidevwot Sdpa méuyouey

If they teach the brothers we shall send gifts.

The apodosis can alternatively be expressed with independent subjunctive (hortatory, prohibitive, or deliberative).
E&v Tous adeApous Taidevowot Sdpa méuywpey

If they teach the brothers let us send gifts.

Future Less Vivid: “should do / would do”

€l + optative optative + &v

€l Tous &deApous Taidevolev ddpa méEuyaipey &v

If they should teach the brothers we would send gifts.

Note: the protasis of a future less vivid condition is equivalent to an optative of wish, the apodosis to a potential optative.

Present General: “does / does”

éav + subjunctive present indicative

E&v ToUs adeApous TTaidevwot Sdpa méuTTopEY

If (when) they teach the brothers we send gifts

Past General: “did / did”

&l + optative imperfect indicative

€l Tous &deApous Taidevolev ddpa eméuTopey

If (when) they taught the brothers we used to send gifts.
Present Contrafactual: “were doing / would be doing”

€l + imperfect indicative imperfect indicative + &v

€l Tous &deAous émaideuov Sdpa eméutopey &v

If they were teaching the brothers we would be sending gifts.
Past Contrafactual: “had done / would have done”

&l + aorist indicative aorist indicative + &v

el Tous &BeApous émaidevoav Sdpa eméuyapey &v

If they had taught the brothers we would have sent gifts.

conditional sentences with relative protases have the same classification and structure as the “basic”

conditions; these sentences feature forms of the relative pronoun (&s, 1, év) introduce the protasis, and
replace ¢&v or ei. Thus for instance the future less vivid,

ol ToUs adeApous Taidevolev Sdpa TEUYAIUEY &V

Whichever women/Whoever should teach the brothers, [to them]we would send gifts.
or present general

oUs adeApols Taidelwot Sdpa TEUTOUEY

Whichever brothers they teach, [to them] we send gifts.
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conditional temporal clauses that refer to prior or simultaneous action (those referring to later action, “until,
as long as” are introduced by péxp1, mpiv, €ws) have classifications and structure similar to the conditions. In
place of ¢&v or i, these sentences feature temporal conjuctions: éei, émeidn, or émeilda&v when the apodosis
refers to prior action, Tav or &te when it refers to simultaneous action.

Past Definite Temporal Clause: prior = émei. émeidr, simultaneous = 8te + [oU] past indic + [oV] past indic
gmrel/ emeidn) Tous adeApovs émaidevoav, Sdpa emépyapev. After they taught the brothers, we sent gifts.
8Te ToUs &deApous emaidevoav, Scapa tmépyapev. When they taught the citizens, we sent gifts.

Present General Temporal Clause: prior = émei8dv, simultaneous = étav + [un)] subv + [oU] pres indic
emeldav Tous adeApous Taidevwot, dddpa méuToey. After they teach the brothers, we send gifts.
STav Tous &deApoUs Taidelol, Scpa méuTopev. When(ever) they teach the citizens, we send gifts.

Past General Temporal Clause: prior = ¢ei, émeidr), simultaneous = 8te + [un] optative + [oU] imperfect indic
gei/ Emeldn Tous adeApous Taidevolev, SdPa ETEUTTOUEY.

Whenever they taught the brothers, we used to send gifts.
8Te ToUs &deApous Taidevolev, Sddpa tméutopev. Whenever they were teaching the bros, we sent gifts.

Future More Vivid: prior = ¢meidév, simultaneous = &mei, émeidn) + [ur] pres/aor subjv + [ov] fut indic
emeldav Tous adeApols maidevwot, Sddpa méppouev. After/ when they teach the brothers, we shall send gifts.
STav Tous &deApous Taidelol, Scdpa méuyopev. When they are the brothers, we shall send gifts.

Case forms denoting time
genitive: time within which ~ During the day we taught the young men.
€ MuepcOV Tous veavias Si8&Eopev.
Within 6 days we will teach the young men.

dative: time at which i) TPCOTH NUéPa Tous veavias eBIS&Eapey.
On the first day we taught the young men.

accusative: extent of time TEVTE NUEPas Tous veavias eSS apev
For 5 days we taught the young men.

Independent Uses of Subjunctive & Optative

subjunctive (see also future more vivid conditions)
hortatory: 1st sing/pl, pr or aor. “let me/us”. tense shows aspect. negative pn.
Tavwuey THv paxnv. Let us be stopping the battle.
Tavow Ty pdxnv. Let me stop the battle.
) Tavowuey Ty pdxnv. Let’s not stop the battle.

deliberative: 1st sing/pl, pr or aor. “am I/are we to?”. tense shows aspect. negative .
Tavwuey THY naxnv; Are we to be stopping the battle?
Tavow Ty pdxnv; AmI to stop the battle?
) Tavowuey TH udxnv; Are we not to stop the battle?

prohibitive: 2nd sing/pl, aor only. “don’t!” tense shows aspect. negative ur.
ur) TavoeTe T paxnv. Don’t (y’all) stop the battle.

optative
Pwish: “if only, would that, I wish that”.--/ei y&p/€eiBe + any tense of optative; neg un; NO &v.

/el yap/€iBe T& {da BYorto. “Would that the animals were being sacrificed”

potential: “may/might/would/could”. no introductory particle; neg ou; WITH é&v.

T& {a Buoaito. “The animals may be sacrificed.”
=> these independent uses of the optative can be remembered in terms of a future less vivid condition (which

can be translated accurately enough as “would/would”):
protasis ~ wish: use of ur, &i, no &v; apodosis ~ potential: use of ovU, &v, no &i
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Result Clauses
actual: &boTe+any tense of indicative; neg o¥
Tols Beols BUouowv choTe cwbrjocovtal.
“They are sacrificing to the gods with the result that they will (actually) be saved.”

natural: $doTe+any tense of infinitive; neg ur. inf. takes subject acc. often with adverb oUTes(s).
oUTw Sevéds Tois Beois Blouoiv ¢doTe owbijval.

“So marvelously are they sacrificing to the gods (with the result) that they will (naturally) be saved.”
oUTw Bevdds Tois Beols BUouowv hote ToUs pidous cwbijval.

“So marvelously are they sacrificing to the gods that their friends will (naturally) be saved.”

Fear Clauses
fear regarding SUBSEQUENT action:
verb of fearing + un} + subjunctive in 1° sequence, optative in 2° sequence. negative ov.
poBolual ur) Avor) Tous kakous. I fear that he may/will free the bad men.
poPolual pr) oU Alor) ToUs kakovs. I fear that he may/will not free the bad men.
gpoPBouunv ur AUceie ToUs kakovs. I was afraid that he may/will free the bad men.

fear regarding CONTEMPORANEOUS or PRIOR action:
verb of fearing + un} + indicative; negative ov.
poPolual ur Avet ToUs kakovs. I fear that he is freeing the bad men.
poPolpal ur ouk éAVe ToUs kakous. I fear that he did not free the bad men.
¢poPounnv un é\ucev Tous kakovUs. I was afraid that he freed the bad men.

Obijective (Substantive) Effort Clauses
verb of striving + s + future indicative; negative un
unxavaTtal 8mws &pel 1ol dfinou. He is contriving to (that he will) rule the people.
unxavavTtal 8mes ) &pget Tou dijuov. They are contriving that he will not rule the people.
[cf purpose clause: pnxavatar Tadta 8mes &pEet Tol dfjuov. He is contriving these things in order to (that
he will) rule the people.]

Supplementary Use of Participle
completes meaning of verb; usually translate as gerund.
Xaipels ToUTo moiddv. You take pleasure doing this.
¢mavoas TolTo Toiddv. You ceased doing this.
¢mavoas ToUTo TolotvTta. You stopped him from doing this.
Tuyx&vels Touto TolotvTa. You happen to be doing this.
TuyXavels ToiTo momoas. You happen to do/to have done this.
ToUTo ToI&dY ToUs pidous AavBavers. Doing this, you escape the notice of/ act secretly from your friends.
Tous pihous pBavels TolTo Tolddv. You anticipate/act before your friends in doing this.
ToUus pihous épbrns Touto Toiéov. You did this before your friends/”beat” your friends in doing this.




